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That the American Bed Cross unit at Dvinsk states 
that the population of the city after six years of warfare 
has been reduced from 150,000 to 30,000. 



That directors of German high schools have been in- 
structed by the Minister of Education to forbid the_ 
pupils to join any kind of military organizations. 

That a commercial treaty has been signed between 
China and Bolivia; important, inasmuch as it is the 
first in which China makes no extra-territorial conces- 
sions. 



That the Soviet in Petrograd has abolished all dis- 
tinctions in learned titles, and that all persons who have 
been teaching three years are called professors, whatever 
their attainments. 



That the First International Congress of War Vet- 
erans was held in Geneva during the month of April, 
delegates being in attendance from France, England, 
America, Germany, Austria, Italy, and Belgium. 



That Dutch Communists have been making an ap- 
peal, in the name of the Third Internationale, for assist- 
ance for the German "Beds," their intention being to 
send foodstuffs across the frontier and to bring back 
children to be cared for. 



That an exhibition of plans and designs, in connec- 
tion with the much discussed improvement and enlarge- 
ment of Paris, is soon to be held at the Jardin d'Accli- 
matation; artists being glad to hear that the heights of 
Montmartre will remain untouched. 



That tours are being arranged for British, European, 
and Indian press delegates, who are expected to arrive 
at Perth (western Australia) a month before the Amer- 
ican and Asiatic delegates reach Sydney for the World 
Press Congress. 

That the new giant bell, named "Jeanne d'Arc" and 
destined for Eouen Cathedral, having fallen into the 
road because of an accident to the car on which it was 
being drawn through Annecy, took five days to be lifted 
again into position for transportation. 



That Prof. Charles Downer Hazen, who has occupied 
the chair of European History at Columbia University 
for four years, has accepted an invitation of the French 
Government to deliver a course of lectures next year at 
the University of Strasbourg. 



That the expenditure on drink in the United King- 
dom of Great Britain annually has now reached over 
two billion dollars, an amount equal to the interest upon 
the national debt of forty billion; while in the mean- 
time the convictions for drunkenness, especially among 
women, have increased appallingly. 



country interested in a "true world peace;" that they 
publish a paper and are asking for exchanges with peace 
papers in this country; address, Werner Bosenberg, 
Hansastrasse 3, Freiburg, 1, Br. Germany. 



That the American Society of Friends has established 
at Verdun a colony of refugee women engaged in a large 
linen industry, which has become entirely a self-support- 
ing and rapidly growing business, now under the direc- 
tion of a volunteer from the Bed Cross, shortly to be 
managed entirely by the French women. 

That 1,200 of the 30,500 horses, 400 of the 92,000 
cattle, 10,000 of the 100,000 sheep, and 4,000 of the 
10,000 goats, required within seven years under the 
terms of the treaty, have been received by France from 
Germany in reparation of stock taken by Germany dur- 
ing the invasion of northern France. 



That a group of students at the University of Frei- 
burg desire to get in touch with student groups in this 



INTERNATIONAL NOTES 

Spirituality and ethical soundness, prescribed 
as the only solution of the world's need and despair, 
have had remarkable championship from statesmen dur- 
ing the months that have intervened since the armistice 
and the Peace Congress. As an ideal statement of the 
situation and the remedy, the following declaration, 
signed by the Prime Ministers of Great Britain, Canada, 
Australia, Newfoundland, and New Zealand, could not 
be improved. Put in practice, it would transform the 
European situation; but in the light of the record of 
post-war diplomacy it takes on ironic content. 

These British political leaders say: 

"The war, in shaking the very foundation of ordered civ- 
ilization, has driven all thoughtful men to examine the basis 
of national and international life. 

"It has become clear today, both through the arbitrament 
of war and the tests of peace, that neither education, science, 
diplomacy, nor commercial prosperity, are real foundations 
for the ordered development of the world's life. These 
things are in themselves simply the tools of the spirit that 
handles them. 

"Even the hope that lies before the world, of a life of 
peace protected and developed by a League of Nations, is 
itself dependent on something deeper and more fundamental 
still. 

"The co-operation which the League of Nations explicitly 
exists to foster toff! oecome operative only in so far as the 
consenting peoples have the spirit of good-will. And the 
spirit of good-will among men rests on spiritual forces. The 
hope of a brotherhood of humanity reposes on the deeper 
spiritual fact of the fatherhood of God.' 

"In the recognition of the fact of that fatherhood and of 
the Divine purpose for the world, we shall discover the ulti- 
mate foundation for the reconstruction of an ordered and 
harmonious life for all men. That recognition cannot be 
imposed by government. 

"It can only come as an act of free consent on the part 
of individual men everywhere. 

"Responsible as we are in our separate spheres for a share 
in the guidance of the British Empire, as it faces the prob- 
lems of the future, we believe that in the acceptance of 
those spiritual principles lies the sure basis of world peace. 
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We would therefore commend to our fellow-citizens the 
necessity that men of good-will, who are everywhere review- 
ing their personal responsibilities in relation to the recon- 
struction of civilization, should consider also the eternal 
validity and truth of the spiritual forces which are in fact 
the one hope for a permanent foundation for world peace." 

China's becent negotiations with Soviet Russia 
are significant. Unless the European powers, the United 
States, and Japan can come to some understanding 
soon, as to their policy toward the Chinese, they may 
wake up to find that the two most populous nations of 
the earth have gone over to a quite different form of 
society from that which it was supposed they would take 
when they gave up their respective dynasties; for con- 
sider the sort of appeal which Lenin and his subordi- 
nates make. Here follows a Bolshevik declaration : 

"We hereby propose to open the eyes of China. The 
Soviet Government of Russia has denounced all the enter- 
prises of conquest by the former Russian Government, and 
therefore will return the Chinese Eastern Railway to China 
without compensation. It will also restore to China all the 
mines, forests, and gold mines obtained from China by the 
governments of the Romanoffs, Kerensky, Horvath, Sem- 
enoff, Kolchak, and other bureaucrats. It does not care for 
the Boxer indemnity. The slaves of the Romanoffs are no 
more, and so China must drive out of the country the slaves 
who have been beguiling her. It will abolish all the privi- 
leges obtained by Russian merchants in Chinese territories, 
and will denounce all treaties concluded between China and 
former Russian governments. 

"If China wishes to escape from the fate of becoming a 
second Korea or a second India, as was decided by the Ver- 
sailles Treaty, and to become a free nation, China must 
understand the reason for the existence of the Red Guards, 
the Russian laborers and farmers, who are the only adher- 
ents and brothers of freedom. Soviet Russia expects that 
China will officially co-operate with it." 

An interesting gloss on this offer is to be found in the 
news from Moscow, April 29, that on the 24th a diplo- 
matic and military mission from China met with Rus- 
sians in the Transbaikal region and agreed to open the 
Russo-Chinese frontier to trade. China recognized the 
inherent rights of the Soviet Government in the Eastern 
Manchurian Railway and a pledge was given that Chi- 
nese troops along the line would be withdrawn. In 
Pekin, China has refused to recognize any longer repre- 
sentatives of the Kerensky Russian Government; and 
this notwithstanding the protests of Prance. 

With Baku in the hands of the Russians and 
the new Transcaucasian Republic of Azerbaijan gone 
over to the Soviet form of government, both the British 
plans for commercial control of the Black Sea region 
and the Baku oil fields and the hopes of the newly recog- 
nized Armenian Republic become complicated. Oil is 
now the touchstone of future marine and industrial 
supremacy, and whoever permanently holds the Baku 
district is reinforced for a long time to come. Latest 
reports from the Georgian and Armenian region indi- 
cate that, with the conversion of the Azerbaijan Repub- 
lic to Soviet rule, the attacks upon the Armenian forces 
have increased. The latter now have to count on ene- 



mies among the Kurds, Turks, and Russians, and steady 
decimation of the armed forces must go on along with 
elimination of the population by sword and famine. 

The Azerbaijan Provisional Military Revolutionary 
Committee has sent the following appeal to the Moscow 
authorities asking for reinforcements, in order that it 
may hold its gains : 

"In accordance with the revolutionary will of the Baku 
proletariat and the Azerbaijan peasantry, the Central Com- 
mittee of the Azerbaijan Bolshevist Party announces that 
the treacherous counter-revolutionary government of the 
Mussavat Party has been overthrown. For the present, the 
rightful holder of authority is the Provisional Military 
Revolutionary Committee of Azerbaijan, which committee 
declares the old Mussavat Government traitors to the people 
and enemies of the country's independence, and breaks off 
all relations with the Entente and other enemies of Soviet 
Russia." 

Intebnal conditions op Russia are still described in 
radically different terms by observers who report back to 
the publics of western Europe and America. Realizing 
the value of reports by witnesses varying in character, 
nationality, and class affiliations, the League of Nations, 
through its Secretary-General, Sir Eric Drummond, on 
March 17 sent to the Soviet Government the following 
communication, based on action of the League's Council 
March 13 : 

"The Council of the League of Nations, having been in- 
vited to examine the possibility of sending a commission to 
Russia, has decided to constitute a commission in order to 
obtain impartial and reliable information on the conditions 
now prevailing in that country. The permanent secretariat 
of the League is therefore instructed to ask the Soviet au- 
thorities whether they are prepared to give this commission 
a free entry and return, and. to make arrangements for in- 
suring to the commission complete liberty of movement, 
communication, and investigation, and to guarantee abso- 
lutely the immunity and dignity of its members and the in- 
violability of their correspondence, archives, and effects. 

"The commission will begin its work as soon as those 
facilities and rights have been formally assured to it. On 
receipt of an affirmative reply, the composition of the com- 
mission will be notified to the Soviet authorities at the 
earliest possible moment." 

No answer to this communication has yet been re- 
ceived. In the meantime a delegation from British 
Labor, with the assent of the British Government as well 
as the consent of the Soviet Government, has entered 
Russia to make an investigation. But latest reports 
show that because of aid given Poland by the Allies in 
the drive on Russia, this delegation may be held up. 

Ireland and the United States continue to have 
relations that complicate Anglo-American diplomacy. 
The presence of the president of the so-called Irish Re- 
public in the United States continues, and the question 
of his official or quasi-official recognition by governors 
of States and mayors of cities is an acute one. During 
the past month, while touring in the South, he has been 
discriminated against by public men more than when he 
toured the North, with its large cities and their large 
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Irish-American populations. During the same period 
open antagonism to him and to his claims and to any 
action by the American Government hostile to the Brit- 
ish Government also has been shown by many of the 
Protestant churches in their ecclesiastical assemblies, the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
in session in Des Moines, Iowa, taking this stand in 
formal resolutions. 

In Boston an organization known as the Loyal Coali- 
tion has been formed, with men of the grade of Hon. 
Moorfield Storey, Charles W. Eliot, and William Roscoe 
Thayer leading it. It is enlisting thousands of members 
throughout the country, and cash in abundance to carry 
on the fight against the Sinn Fein propaganda is pour- 
ing in. Secret or semi-secret organizations with a 
strong anti-Eoman Catholic bias also are organizing for 
action against the Irish Republican movement and 
against its American co-operators, and Congress hence- 
forth is likely to be the scene of much more vigorous de- 
bate on the issue than was shown earlier in the year. 

On the other hand, as recently as May 4, eighty-eight 
members of the House of Eepresentatives sent to the 
British Premier and the British Parliament a cable 
message to the following effect : 

"With the profound conviction that further wars and acts 
of war should be avoided, and believing that wholesale 
arrests without arraignment or trial disturb the peace and 
tranquillity of a people, are destructive of human rights, 
and are at variance with that principle of liberty which is 
embodied in the United States Constitution, in the provision 
that no person shall be 'deprived of life, liberty, or property 
without due process of law,' the undersigned members, of 
Congress of the United States of America protest against 
further imprisonment, without arraignment or trial, of per- 
sons resident in Ireland arrested for acts of a political na- 
ture. And we ask in the spirit of American freedom and 
love of justice, out of our friendliness to the peoples of 
England and Ireland, and in the name of international 
peace, that hereafter, if arrests based upon acts of a politi- 
cal nature are made in Ireland by color of any form of 
authority, the right of trial shall, without unreasonable 
delay, be accorded to the accused." 

Sir Auckland Geddes, the new ambassador from Great 
Britain to the United States, on arriving in New York 
in mid-April, in a formal statement made it clear that 
it was his opinion that it would be fairer and also more 
conducive to Anglo-American harmony if the British 
Government and the Irish were left to settle the issue in 
dispute without interference from other countries. He 
said this tactfully but frankly. Several times during 
the past month there has been an attempt in Parliament 
to "draw" the Ministry into comment on the intrusion 
of Americans, official and civilian ; but the Ministry has 
declined to make the matter one of extended debate or 
formal announcement of policy. On May 6th distinct 
reference was made to the above-mentioned petition of 
the Congressmen, and in reply a quasi-official comment 
from Downing Street was phrased thus : "We long since 
have come to believe that resolutions and messages com- 
ing from America are political maneuvers, and that they 
do not represent American sentiment. Consequently 
they have little weight." 



Retirement of Mr. John Barrett from the post of 
director of the Pan-American Union, with its ornate and 
palatial headquarters in Washington, D. C, has put in 
that important place Prof. L. S. Rowe, formerly of the 
University of Pennsylvania and identified for many 
years with study of the history, diplomacy, and eco- 
nomic growth of the southern republics. At the time 
of his appointment Professor Rowe. was serving as head 
of the Latin-American division of the Department of 
State. He has associated so long and so intimately with 
prominent public men of Central and South America 
that he can be counted upon to master quickly the de- 
tails of administration of his new post, and to serve ac- 
ceptably as spokesman for the Union at the ever-increas- 
ing number of conferencs held within its Washington 
headquarters. Mr. Barrett retires, with the good-will of 
the directors, to enter on a business career. He has 
written and spoken much about the Union and by so 
doing has come to personalize it before the people of the 
United States to a degree somewhat unusual. 

Woman's civic activities in lands where she can 
vote seldom, if ever, buttress costly military programs 
and commercialized imperialism. The first interna- 
tional equal suffrage conference to be held since the war 
opened, in 1914, meets in Geneva June 6, and its formal 
resolutions dealing with grave international problems 
will be eagerly awaited. The delegation of twelve from 
the United States goes with a distinct anti-militarist 
bias and eager to find some way by which the progressive 
women of Europe can make their influence felt. Of 
course, most of the time of the conference will be taken 
up with discussion of extension of franchise rights and 
how they may be obtained where now denied. But the 
war has created so many new problems for women, and 
especially for those of Europe, that the more general sex 
problems will be debated, including replacing the man- 
power taken by the war. Statements by some of the 
leading "feminists" of Great Britain, France, and Ger- 
many indicate that an irregular status of parenthood 
may be urged in order to increase the birthrate, and 
already legislative enactments and administrative de- 
crees show that lines are not to be drawn as sharply as 
formerly against children once called "illegitimate." 
This trend is being discussed by church authorities con- 
cerned with the effect on the morale of this and coming 
generations. 

The church's problems in the world of today 
and tomorrow are to be discussed at three important con- 
ferences to be held in Geneva, Switzerland, in August. 
On the 9th and 10th delegates from the national coun- 
cils and federations of the various countries of Europe 
and from the United States will assemble under the 
auspices of the Committee on Ecumenical Conference of 
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ, a numer- 
ically powerful and quite inclusive Protestant organiza- 
tion, with headquarters in New York City. Its task 
will be making arrangements for an ecumenical confer- 
ence of the Protestant Churches of the world, one that 
possibly the Eastern Greek Catholic churches will join. 
For the next two weeks, beginning on the 12th, a World 
Conference on Faith and Order, for which preparations 
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have been making for several years, will meet to discuss 
the problem of Christian unity, and to this gathering 
delegates from the Eastern churches will go. The 
Roman Catholic Church was invited, but declined. 
Then will follow a meeting of the International Com- 
mittee of the World Alliance for International Friend- 
ship Through the Churches. One hundred delegates, 
including men from Germany and Austria, are sched- 
uled to take part. The chief topic to be discussed will 
be winning international good-will and maintaining the 
same. A point to be noted in connection with all of 
these gatherings is their origin in and chief support 
from the United States. 

Assuming continuance of bulb op Russia by the 
forces now in control, her future attitude toward mili- 
tarism and conscription become interesting matters of 
speculation and investigation. In a speech before the 
supreme communist council, gathered in Moscow in 
April, Leon Trotsky, Minister of War, urged abolition 
of a large standing army and the inauguration of a sys- 
tem of military training through militia formations 
among the agricultural and industrial unions. De- 
mobilization of the professional force is to be carried on 
simultaneously with formation of the militia force, so as 
not to leave the nation without a defensive force. Dis- 
trict schools for officers' training are part of the scheme, 
and also special schools for boys under the military age. 
Elsewhere we comment upon the mobilization of several 
corps of the present army for industrial restoration of 
the nation. Persons who had put faith in the Soviet 
form of government and in Russia as a stern foe of 
"force" as a mode of national protective action will be 
disappointed with this plan urged by Trotsky. Like 
the protest of the Soviet Government against the Allies' 
partition of Turkey and disposition of Constantinople, 
it shows that the new Russia is quite like the old in its 
use of instruments of force and in its national ambitions. 

Poland's military successes during the past month 
ir an aggressive drive south and east, with Odessa as an 
objective, have been pronounced, and at this writing 
Kiev is in her hands. Nothing in the Treaty of Ver- 
sailles justifies this action, and the newly created nation 
has no formal "mandate" from the Allies for the task 
of defeating Russia. But France is heartily supporting 
the strategy, and Great Britain, if not assenting, is, on 
the other hand, not forbidding the "drive." By her 
practical political and commercial domination of the 
new Baltic States carved out of northern Russia, Great 
Britain is logically estopped from more than mild dis- 
approval of the Polish-Ukrainian compact that has con- 
tributed to the conquest of Russian territory in the 
south. If the plan is consummated, it will take from 
the control of Moscow the vast, populous, and enor- 
mously rich Ukrainian area and give France a reward 
for her steady efforts to dismember Russia, to encircle 
what is left of the former empire with independent 
States, and at the same time will give the French access 
to vast stores of wheat and other produce at prices much 
lower than it is now possible to get. from non-Russian, 
ion-Ukrainian sources of supply. Poland within two 
fears has organized, drilled, and partially equipped an 
aimyof 700,000 men, officered to some extent by French 



and American experts. She is evidently fired with am- 
bition to gain the largest possible area of territory from 
former German and Russian domains. From a defen- 
sive campaign she has now passed to an aggressive one, 
and should she meet no reverses and prove to be the first 
nation really to meet and defeat Soviet Russia, she may 
get out of hand. May 11th brought news that Odessa 
had been taken. 

Op the pour distinct socialist or communist or- 
ganizations in the United States, the right center group 
is lead by Morris Hillquit and is known as the Socialist 
National Party. At its presidential convention, held in 
New York City the second week in May, it passed a 
platform including the following plank : 

"The Government of the United States should Initiate a 
movement to dissolve the mischievous organization called 
the 'League of Nations,' and to create an international par- 
liament composed of democratically elected representatives 
of all nations of the world, based upon the recognition of 
their equal rights, the principles of self-determination, the 
right to national existence of colonies and other depended 
cies, freedom of international trade and trade routes by land 
and sea, and universal disarmament, and charged with re- 
vising the treaty of peace on the principles of justice and 
conciliation." 



THE RED CROSS AND PEACE-TIME 
ACTIVITIES 

Declaration of Principles Adopted at 
Geneva 

The General Council of the League of Bed Cross Societies, 
which assembled at Geneva, Switzerland, March 2-9, after 
a preamble stating that the League had been founded to 
aid in the improvement of health, the prevention of disease, 
and the mitigation of suffering throughout the world, 
adopted resolutions as follows : 

"1. That widespread and popular membership in a na- 
tional Red Cross Society is the necessary condition of suc- 
cess in its peace-time program. 

"2. That a national Bed Cross Society should endeavor 
to cover the expenses of administration and of its normal 
activities by membership dues and the income of permanent 
investments. 

"3. That the members of a national Bed Cross Society 
should be afforded suitable opportunities to render definite 
services for public welfare in their respective localities. 

"4. That a national Bed Cross Society should organize 
the youth of its country for Bed Cross service. 

"5. That a national Bed Cross Society should assist in 
relief operations in the event of national disaster, and should 
always be prepared to take prompt and effective action. 

"6. That the League of Bed Cross Societies should main- 
tain for the member societies a rapid service of information 
regarding calamities and disasters, in order to insure the 
immediate mobilization of every possible form of assistance, 
and that effective communication should be established with 
meteorological and seismological stations throughout the 
world. 

"7. That the three principal duties of the national Bed 
Cross Society in the field of health service should be: 

"(a) To stimulate and maintain interest in public health 
work. 

"(6) To support and, if need be, supplement the work of 
government agencies. 



